


From the President . . . Mike LaBuhn
Tuesday, May 6, was a good day for MEA

members. As has been said more than once, everything is
politics and this is most true for educators. MEA
members worked hard to keep trusted school board
members and to support some new ones to change the
tone of some of the Local 1 school districts. The local
education associations recommended to its members
thirteen citizens for the local school board seats. Of the
thirteen, eleven were elected. Within those victories, were
the defeats of some incumbents who have not been a
friend to school employees. The bigger lesson is that we
can win when we truly put our minds and our efforts to
electing our own employers. Along with school board
members, voters approved the MEA-endorsed Macomb
County Charter Commission.

One of our Local 1 teachers, Jennifer Haase, who
teaches 5th grade in Warren Woods, is running for 32nd

District State Representative. Wouldn’t it be great to
elect people who really understand what education is all
about? The Screening and Recommendation of local
political candidates began on May 10. This event is
conducted with Warren EA and Utica EA and we take the
time to talk to potential candidates who want the
recommendation of the Michigan Education Association
for election to a local or state office. Thanks to those of
you who helped during this process.

Almost every problem in every district is about
money and our funding is determined by the elected
officials in Lansing. This is why PAC should be so vitally
important to every Local 1 member: the election of
friendly representatives.

Michigan Labor Management Association
The MEA was an active participant of the annual

Michigan Labor Management seminar in Lansing in
April. The two keynote addresses were “Working
Together or Fail” and “What’s Right for Michigan-
Fundamentals of a Good Tax Policy.” In attendance were
MEA President Iris Salters, MEA Executive Director Lu
Battaglieri, Local 1 President Mike LaBuhn, and
Chippewa Valley EA President Maryanne Levine.

L to R: Mike LaBuhn, President Local 1; Maryanne Levine, MEA Board &
President Chippewa Valley EA; Lu Battaglieri, MEA Executive Director; Iris
Salters, MEA President

Screening and Recommendations
The Screening and Recommendation of local

political candidates began on May 10. This event is
conducted with Warren EA and Utica EA and takes the
time to talk to potential candidates who want the
recommendation of the Michigan Education Association
for election to a local or state office. May 30 & 31 will
finish up this process. If you are interested in
participating in such PAC activities, please let your local
president know.

Standing: Diana Irons (Warren Woods), Paul Gieleghem, Macomb County
Commissioner; Barb Geck (Fraser); seated : Eleanor Tocco (Region 6 Retired)

MOVING ON UP !
Two Local 1 teachers were elected to local school

boards: Sallie Miller an Armada EA member is a new
Mount Clemens School Board member. And, Cheryl
Murray a L’Anse Creuse EA member is a new Armada
School Board member.
.

Art in the Office
Recent art in the Local 1 office has been from:

Clintondale-Beth Doherty
Fraser-Char Gariepy

Harper Woods-Priscilla Miller
Richmond-Tina Cole

Richmond-Jan Chiakmakis
Romeo-Kim Simon

Masks from Richmond High School Jan Chiakmakis,
Art Instructor on display at Local 1

NEA RA (Washington) - July 1-6
Summer Leadership (Bay City) - July 29-31

August PRIMARY Elections - August 5
Fun Fest - September 26


